
            
 

March 26, 2020 

The Honorable Bill Lee 
Governor’s Office 
State Capitol, 1st Floor 
600 Dr. Martin L. King, Jr. Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 37243 
 
Dear Governor Lee, 

Thank you for your leadership and the tireless work of your administration throughout this COVID-
19 crisis. The scope of this pandemic is beyond anything we have experienced in our lifetime, and 
the design community appreciates your steady hand during this challenging time.  

As residents of Tennessee and elected leaders of the American Institute of Architects, TN (AIA 
Tennessee) and American Council of Engineering Companies Tennessee (ACEC Tennessee) stand 
firmly behind the steps you’ve taken to protect the public; to keep the people of our community 
safe; and to support workers and businesses alike. The citizens of Tennessee are resilient when we 
work together. With smart and steady leadership, we are confident that we will bounce back 
stronger than before. 

In Tennessee, architects and engineers are entrusted with the responsibility to protect health, 
safety and welfare in the built environment. We will abide by all public health declarations aimed at 
minimizing and preventing the spread of COVID-19. As leaders of AIA Tennessee and ACEC 
Tennessee, we stand ready to work with you to overcome this pandemic; to stabilize our 
communities; and to build a healthy and equitable future together.  

Through rigorous education and experience, licensed designers acquire the critical skills necessary 
to protect public health, safety and welfare in the built environment. Many of these individuals 
possess extensive experience directing complex public health projects, from initial planning 
through construction administration, for both public and private clients.  

Please see below for several specific ways in which architects and/or engineers can be of 
assistance:  

• Evaluate vacant or underutilized property for temporary hospitals 
• Assist with planning, design, feasibility studies, and construction management 
• Serve as a resource advisor 
• Identify additional specific opportunities for architects and engineers to be of service.  

Further, the architecture, engineering and construction (AEC) industry has directly felt the impact 
of this pandemic. Projects across the country, including critical infrastructure projects, are being 
delayed and entire offices are closed or requiring employees to work from home. To ensure that 
essential projects continue to move forward, we respectfully request that you designate 
architecture and engineering as an essential business. This will allow architects and engineers to 
continue protecting public health, safety and welfare in the built environment. Specifically, we ask 



                    

that in any situation where a general contractor or other construction trade is designated as an 
essential business, architects and engineers also be designated as an essential business.  

Designating architecture and engineering as an essential business will ensure that critical services 
continue to be available to the public. The professional services provided by an architect or 
engineer, including construction observation and administration, are necessary for the successful, 
timely completion of these essential projects. To ensure that projects continue to meet building 
codes requirements and the expectations of public owners and clients, our members must be 
permitted to be on site to perform their contractually required professional services.  

Another factor of equal importance is the economic impact that construction projects have on our 
economy. Design services provided by architects and engineers are a critical component of any 
construction project and are performed months prior to breaking ground. Therefore, deeming our 
services as essential ensures that construction will continue to move forward putting our state in 
the best position for economic recovery and a quicker rebound when it occurs.  

Our members throughout Tennessee stand ready to work with you to slow the spread of COVID-
19. Elected leaders like you are keeping Americans healthy and safe, and preparing our economy to 
recover fully.  

Please contact Ashley Cates, Executive Vice President of AIA Tennessee, 615.255.3860 | 
ashley@aiatn.org, and Kasey Anderson, Executive Director of ACEC Tennessee | 615.554.1663  
kanderson@tnec.org for information. We sincerely look forward to this opportunity to work with 
you to protect public health, safety and welfare and to jointly help our community. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Franklin, AIA | President, AIA Tennessee  

Tim Verner, PE | President, ACEC Tennessee 

 

Cc: 

Commissioner Stuart McWhorter 
Patrick Sheehan, TEMA Director 
Maj. Gen. Jeff Holmes, Adjutant General, Tennessee Department of Military 
Butch Eley, Chief Operating Officer, Office of the Governor 
Ann McGauran, State Architect 
Ashley Cates, Executive Vice-President, AIA Tennessee  
Kasey Anderson, Executive Director, ACEC Tennessee 
 

 

 


